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Join us for
 Three New Exhibitions opening

August 19th-October 3rd
Opening Reception: Thursday, August 19, 2021 5pm-

7pm

First Friday Art Walk: September 3, 2021 5pm-8pm

Trees of Life - Victoria Elbroch
Spiegel Gallery

Victoria Elbroch’s trees are 1,000 years old, so it is
fitting to dedicate this exhibition in honor of the 100th
Anniversary of Etz Chaim Synagogue, Tree of Life. The
Maine Jewish Museum hopes they will celebrate that

many years in the future.

Extraordinary trees, especially ancient oaks, cast a spell over me.
Their strange gnarly bark and peculiar anatomy awaken an
uncontrollable urge to stop and draw. These majestic survivors are a
metaphor for all I hold dear: wisdom, family, connection, shelter and
resilience, and as a reminder of the fleeting nature of our lives in
comparison to their lengthy life spans. Trees and forests worldwide
are in a relentless confrontation with a warming planet. I can’t help
wondering how much longer the oldest trees will be around, with
toxins in the air, climate change upsetting the seasons and violent
storms ravaging the country?
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It is with awe and respect that I try to alter perceptions with my work,
reminding all of us of the threats to, and importance of the natural
world. I have read extensively about how trees communicate through
their root systems using the “wood wide web” and look after their
families to maintain forest health. They are themselves ecosystems
supporting teaming, invisible life in the branches and under the forest
floor. Through my work I try to encourage people to take the time to
imagine both worlds, one above the ground and the other below,
seated in the enduring landscape.

Within Reach
- Anne Ireland
Fineberg Family
Community Room

Anne Ireland’s landscapes
reflect her deep connection to
the woods and waters of mid
coast Maine. Covid travel
restrictions were not a problem
for Anne whose farm and nearby trails provided a wealth of material
for these paintings. She uses sketches and photographs to record her
immediate impressions on location and brings them to her studio.
Capturing her initial emotional understanding of a place, she begins
painting with a robust application of color to describe the light.
Creating simplified shapes, the details are distilled to serve the power
of the bigger picture. The painting then becomes its own reference as
it evolves.

Anne Ireland grew up outside of New York City and spent every
summer in Maine at her family’s saltwater farm on the New Meadows
River where she now lives. After graduating from Bowdoin College
and working in NYC Anne and her family moved to Maine in 1984
where she continued her education at the Maine College of Art. She
has shown in galleries throughout New England and Florida and is in
the collections of numerous corporations and hospitals. She is
represented by Moss Galleries and The Gallery at Somes Sound.
Anne maintains studios in Ft. Andross, Brunswick, Maine and
Sarasota, Florida.

Shalom, Sisters
Phyllis Graber
Jensen
Jody S. Sataloff Art
and History Pavilion



Shalom, Sisters features
20 photographs of Jewish
women and girls affiliated
with Auburn’s Temple
Shalom Synagogue-
Center, a community
Phyllis Graber Jensen
joined when she moved to
Lewiston, Maine, in 1992.

She presents the lives of women in posed and candid moments,
together and alone, some in the environment of the synagogue,
others beyond it. The photographs create a collective portrait of
Jewish women in Maine who are strong, warm, and spiritually and
geographically tied.

 Phyllis Graber Jensen is the director of photography and video for the
Bates College Communications Office. She has worked for Maine
Times and the Boston Herald, where her photographs received
recognition from the National Press Photographers Association, the
Boston Press Photographers Association, the Associated Press, and
the Washington Journalism Review. Her commitment to storytelling
has included multimedia projects about Lewiston’s public schools and
its Jewish community, as well as three films screened at the Maine
Jewish Film Festival and an essay anthology on the L-A immigration
experience.

Maine Jewish Museum
267 Congress Street

Portland, ME
Hours: Sunday through Friday 11am-4pm Closed: Saturdays

Mask required if unvaccinated.
Please maintain 6 ft distance from one another.

The mission of the Maine Jewish Museum is to honor the contributions and diversity of Maine's Jewish
immigrants in the context of the American experience. Through exhibits and programming, the Museum

seeks to build bridges of appreciation and understanding with people of all backgrounds.

Join us in celebrating Jewish ART, HISTORY and CULTURE in Maine.
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